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Summary of Findings – 17 July 2018 

 
Headlines 

• The overall top priority is ensuring strong economic growth 

• Leave voters prioritised sovereignty over both immigration and economic growth  

• Labour and Conservative Remain voters share almost no priorities 

• Labour Leave and Remain voters are deeply divided over immigration and inequality 

• Labour Leave voters include distinct, very different, subgroups including one whose priorities are 

sovereignty and immigration and another who prioritise tackling inequality, jobs and housing and 

could be described as “Lexiters”. 

• Given how different the priorities of Leave and Remain voters are, it will be difficult to find a Brexit 

outcome acceptable to a large number of both groups 
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Introduction 

The survey asked respondents to rank 13 challenges facing the UK over the next five years in order of 
importance. 
The challenges included outcomes which would be enabled by a so-called “Hard Brexit”:  

o Reducing immigration or restricting it to high-skilled workers 

o Allowing Britain to enter into its own trade deals outside the EU 

o The UK taking control of its own laws and regulations 

 
The other priorities on the list were issues which were likely to be affected by the outcome of Brexit, including 
the strength of the economy, issues of social justice around inequality, and reducing the amount of pressure 
on public services. Respondents were presented the challenges in random order. 
We have a wide range of demographic information for each respondent: gender, region, age, SES grade, 
employment status, education level, citizenship, ethnicity, referendum vote, GE 2017 vote and voting 
intention, and newspaper readership.  
In this summary, we present results by referendum vote and GE2017 vote only. 

Presentation of the results 

 

 

 

 

In addition to providing a straight Condorcet ranking of priorities for each sub-group, we also looked for 
clusters of issues which respondents in the sub-group ranked in a similar way, e.g. Conservative Leavers tend 
to rank issues around sovereignty as being very important, and issues around inequality as being relatively 
unimportant. This process also helps determine if that sub-group is a useful way of grouping respondents. If 
people in a sub-group rank priorities very differently, then it is difficult to draw any general conclusions about 
their attitudes.  
Importance maps are a visual way of showing the clusters of issues and how important or unimportant they 
are to a sub-group (issues on the right hand side are more important, issues on the left hand side are less 
important). The shorter the distance between two issues, the more likely it is that people in the sub-group 
have given them a similar level of importance. 
Technically, the relative position of the options on the importance maps are determined mathematically from 
the data using Multidimensional Scaling and the clusters of issues are identified using Hierarchical Cluster 
Analysis (Ward’s Linkage). 

Data so far 

We received a total of 8492 responses polled between of 9th and 16th July 2018. Of these we excluded: 766 
responses where no options were ranked; 259 people who are not British citizens and a further 259 people 
who we considered unlikely to vote: people over 20 years who did not vote in either the 2016 Referendum or 
the 2017 General Election (GE) and had either expressed no preference or said they would not vote in the next 
GE. This left a total of 7208 respondents. We note that including these 259 “non-voters” does not change the 
main results.  
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The demographic breakdown by GE 2017 and referendum vote is shown below in Table 1. Our sample is 
slightly skewed towards remain voters – this does not matter for analysis within leave and remain subgroups 
and adjusting for this skew in the overall population does not significantly change the overall result.  
 
Table 1 - Demographic breakdown by GE 2017 and Referendum vote 

General election vote 2017 
(N=7208) 

Percentage of 
population 

Leave % 
within party 

Remain % 
within party 

No referendum 
vote within party 
% 

Conservative 38% 69% 28% 4% 

Labour 34% 27% 66% 7% 

Liberal Democrat 7% 19% 78% 4% 

UKIP 2% 95% 3% 2% 

Other 6% 32% 63% 5% 

No vote/prefer not to say 13% 40% 26% 34% 

Overall 100% 45.8% 45.4% 8.8% 

 

Principal Findings 

1. “Ensuring strong economic growth” outranked all other options   

• A majority of respondents ranked “Ensuring strong economic growth” higher than each of the 

other options, including all of the Hard Brexit options. Compared to the next highest ranked 

priority (“Ensuring that Britain has control over its own laws and regulations”), 54% of 

respondents would prefer to have a strong economy. 

• The survey confirms that if the government’s economic analyses are correct, and that delivering 

the Hard Brexit options will damage economic growth, then there is no majority for Hard Brexit. 

2.  The nation is very divided 

• The full ranked list for the whole population is shown in Table 2. Preferences between options 

ranked 3 to 8 are very slim (51-52%), highlighting that the population is divided over the 

importance of several options. 

Table 2 - Ranked challenges by the whole population 

Overall 
Rank 

(N=7208) Challenge 

1 Ensuring strong economic growth 

2 Ensuring that Britain has control over its own laws and regulations 

3 
Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals 

4 Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone and that workers are paid fairly 

5 
Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. by reducing demand, increasing the 
workforce, or with more money) 

6 Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing 

7 
Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers or sectors where there are 
significant shortages 

8 Reducing the gap between richest and poorest people in the UK 

9 Reducing the gap between richest and poorest regions of the UK 

10 Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly 
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11 Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England 

12 Reducing the total number of people immigrating to the UK 

13 Preserving traditional British culture  

 

3. The UK having control of its own laws and regulations was the most important priority for Leavers 

• At the time of the referendum, surveys showed that immigration was the biggest concern for 

Brexit voters. But more recently, several pieces of research have suggested that immigration is 

becoming less salient as an issue, and that negative attitudes towards migrants are softening. 

• In line with this, our survey finds that restricting immigration to highly-skilled migrants is only 

the third priority for leave voters, whereas the most important priorities – for both Conservative 

and Labour voting Leavers - is that the UK gains control over its own laws and regulations and its 

own trade deals, summarised as “sovereignty”. 

• The top three priorities for Leavers are all directly Brexit-related; control of laws, ability for UK to 

make its own trade deals and restricting immigration and the strength of preference over the 

economy is quite strong (69%, 61% and 51% respectively vs economy).  

• This indicates that Leavers voted for Brexit as an end in itself, rather than because they believed 

that leaving the EU was a means to achieving other priorities (such as ensuring higher pay or 

relieving the pressure on public services). This is true of both Conservative and Labour Leavers. 

• The results suggest that those advocates of a softer Brexit who have concentrated on mitigating 

concerns over immigration, or who believe that underlying social and economic issues are the 

principal drivers for Brexit, are focussing on the wrong target. 

Table 3 - Ranking for Leave Voters Only 

Leave 
Rank 

(N=3301) Challenges facing the UK 

1 Ensuring that Britain has control over its own laws and regulations 

2 Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals 

3 
Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers or sectors where there are significant 
shortages 

4 Ensuring strong economic growth 

5 Reducing the total number of people immigrating to the UK 

6 Preserving traditional British culture  

7 
Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. by reducing demand, increasing the 
workforce, or with more money) 

8 Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone and that workers are paid fairly 

9 Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing 

10 Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England 

11 Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly 

12 Reducing the gap between richest and poorest regions of the UK 

13 Reducing the gap between richest and poorest people in the UK 
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4. Labour and Conservative Remain voters are very different 

• Conservative voters who backed Remain ranked a strong economy as their top priority, followed 

by the UK having control of its own laws and trade deals (even though they ultimately voted 

Remain). “Maintaining the Union of Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England” was also 

important to this group. 

• On the other hand, top priorities for Labour Remainers were reducing inequality, ensuring there 

were enough jobs, and reducing the pressure on public services; not one of these issues made 

the Conservative Remainers’ top four list. The only areas of commonality were economic growth 

and having little concern about immigration. 

• There has been much speculation about setting up an anti-Brexit party bringing together Labour 

and Conservative Remain voters, but beyond prioritising economic growth over any of the Brexit 

options, our survey suggests that these two groups of voters have little in common.  

• The stark differences are shown in the importance maps in Figure 1.  
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Figure 1 - importance maps for Labour and Conservative remain voters 
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5. Conservative Leavers and Remainers are divided over the role of sovereignty and immigration 

• Conservative Leave voters grouped strong economic growth together with the sovereignty options, 

suggesting that they believe sovereignty is a route to economic success. Conservative remain votes 

considered the economy as separate from sovereignty, although they still believe that sovereignty is 

relatively important. This suggests that Conservative remain voters believed that staying within the 

EU was the best path to growth but (perhaps reluctantly) were prepared to accept the consequent 

trade off in sovereignty. 

• Both Conservative Leave and Remain voters attributed a very similar level of importance to options 

dealing with social concerns, jobs and public services and these issued clustered together almost 

exactly the same way for each group. 

• The biggest divide between the two groups was over immigration and “Preserving British culture and 

traditions” which Leavers regarded as much more important than Remainers.  

• The importance maps for Conservative voters are shown in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2 - Importance maps for Conservative voters by referendum vote 



9 
 

6. Labour Leavers and Labour Remainers are deeply divided over immigration and inequality 

• The top 6 priorities for Labour leave and remain voters are shown in Table 4. 

• Labour Leavers prioritise the four Hard Brexit options of sovereignty and immigration in their top 

six. Labour Remainers on the other hand, are profoundly unconcerned by immigration (ranking 

the options 11th and 13th) and sovereignty (ranked 9th and 10th). 

• Meanwhile, Labour Remainers regard reducing inequality (both individual and regional) and 

reducing the pressure on public services as being important priorities. None of these concerns 

rank in the top 6 for Labour Leavers. 

Table 4 - Labour leave and remain voters' top 6 priorities 

Rank 670 Labour leave voters 1606 Labour remain voters 

1 
Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 
laws and regulations 

Reducing the gap between richest and 
poorest people in the UK 

2 Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals 
Making sure there are enough jobs for 
everyone and that workers are paid fairly 

3 Ensuring strong economic growth Ensuring strong economic growth 

4 
Making sure there are enough jobs for 
everyone and that workers are paid fairly 

Reducing the gap between richest and 
poorest regions of the UK 

5 

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled 
workers or sectors where there are significant 
shortages Reducing the pressure on public services 

6 
Reducing the total number of people 
immigrating to the UK 

Ensuring everyone can afford decent 
housing 

 

7.  Distinct subgroups within Labour Leavers 
Labour Leavers are a much more heterogeneous group than the Conservative Leavers. The importance 
map and clustering results for Labour Leave voters have the worst fits of all subgroups indicating 
heterogeneity. This suggests that Labour Leave voters may actually represent 2 or more distinct types 
of voter. We found two distinct subgroups within the Labour Leave voters who have very different 
priorities (immigration and control vs inequality), which have better importance map fits despite 
smaller numbers. The second subgroup ranked reducing inequality top and immigration issues as 10th 
and 12th. The full comparison of ranks for the two subgroups is shown in Table 5. 
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Table 5 - Comparison of two distinct subgroups within Labour Leave voters 

Rank 

Labour Leave "Control & 
Immigration" (N=366, 55% Labour 

leave vote) 
Labour Leave "Lexit?" (N=304, 45% Labour 

Leave vote) 

1 
Ensuring that Britain has control over 
its own laws and regulations 

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 
people in the UK 

2 
Reducing the total number of people 
immigrating to the UK 

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 
regions of the UK 

3 

Limiting immigration to only high-
skilled workers or sectors where there 
are significant shortages Ensuring strong economic growth 

4 
Allowing Britain to make its own trade 
deals 

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 
and that workers are paid fairly 

5 Ensuring strong economic growth 
Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 
laws and regulations 

6 Preserving traditional British culture  Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals 

7 

Making sure there are enough jobs for 
everyone and that workers are paid 
fairly Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing 

8 

Reducing the pressure on public 
services (e.g. by reducing demand, 
increasing the workforce, or with more 
money) 

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. by 
reducing demand, increasing the workforce, or 
with more money) 

9 
Ensuring everyone can afford decent 
housing Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly 

10 
Ensuring that state benefits are 
distributed fairly 

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled 
workers or sectors where there are significant 
shortages 

11 
Reducing the gap between richest and 
poorest people in the UK 

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales and England 

12 
Maintaining the union of Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England 

Reducing the total number of people 
immigrating to the UK 

13 
Reducing the gap between richest and 
poorest regions of the UK Preserving traditional British culture  

 
Importance maps for Labour Remain vs two Labour Leave subgroups are shown below. 
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8.  Labour Remainers and Liberal Democrats are quite similar 
 

• Liberal Democrat voters had the same top 8 priorities as the Labour Remain voters but in a different 

order (Table 6). Like the Conservatives, Lib Dem voters gave a strong economy the highest ranking 

and prioritised maintaining the UK Union. But they also gave a high priority to jobs, public services, 

housing and inequality which were also important to Labour Remainers. The five lowest priorities 

were exactly the same between the groups (sovereignty, immigration and culture). 
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Table 6 - The top 8 priorities for Liberal Democrat voters and Labour Remain voters 

Rank Liberal Democrats (N=508) Labour Remain (N=1606) 

1 Ensuring strong economic growth 
Reducing the gap between richest and 
poorest people in the UK 

2 
Making sure there are enough jobs for 
everyone and that workers are paid fairly 

Making sure there are enough jobs for 
everyone and that workers are paid fairly 

3 

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. 
by reducing demand, increasing the 
workforce, or with more money) Ensuring strong economic growth 

4 
Reducing the gap between richest and 
poorest people in the UK 

Reducing the gap between richest and 
poorest regions of the UK 

5 Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing 

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. 
by reducing demand, increasing the 
workforce, or with more money) 

6 
Reducing the gap between richest and 
poorest regions in the UK Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing 

7 
Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales and England 

Ensuring that state benefits are distributed 
fairly 

8 
Ensuring that state benefits are distributed 
fairly 

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales and England 

 

Conclusion 

The survey reveals a picture of a deeply divided Britain. Within the party/referendum vote sub-groups there 
is considerable conformity of priorities, but this does not hold true when looking at the overall respondent 
group. 
The results do show a 54%-46% majority in favour of ensuring a strong economy rather than pursuing any 
“Hard Brexit” options. But if the EU holds to its negotiating position that Britain must make a zero-sum choice 
between high autonomy/low access to EU markets versus low autonomy/high access to EU markets, then 
either outcome will make a substantial number of people unhappy. 
Whilst advocates of soft Brexit have belatedly attempted to address Leavers concerns about immigration, 
there has been no attempts to deal with the larger and perhaps more intractable issue, i.e. that Leavers really 
do want to “take back control”, and regard achieving this as more important than any other social or economic 
concerns. 
 
 
 


