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Headlines 

• The overall top priority is ensuring strong economic growth 

• Leave voters prioritised sovereignty over both immigration and economic growth  

• Labour and Conservative Remain voters share almost no priorities 

• Labour Leave and Remain voters are deeply divided over immigration and inequality 

• Labour Leave voters include distinct, very different, subgroups including one whose 

priorities are sovereignty and immigration and another who prioritise tackling inequality, 

jobs and housing and could be described as “Lexiters”. 

• Given how different the priorities of Leave and Remain voters are, it will be difficult to find a 

Brexit outcome acceptable to a large number of both groups 

 

Executive summary 

The survey reveals a picture of a deeply divided Britain. Within the party/referendum vote sub-groups there 

is considerable conformity of priorities, but this does not hold true when looking at the overall respondent 

group. 

The results do show a 54%-46% majority in favour of ensuring a strong economy rather than pursuing any 

“Hard Brexit” options – accepting government and other analyses that Hard Brexit adversely affects the 

economy. But if the EU holds to its negotiating position that Britain must make a zero-sum choice between 

high autonomy/low access to EU markets versus low autonomy/high access to EU markets, then either 

outcome will make a substantial number of people unhappy. 

Whilst advocates of soft Brexit have belatedly attempted to address Leavers concerns about immigration, 

there has been no attempts to deal with the larger and perhaps more intractable issue, i.e. that Leavers 

really do want to “take back control”, and regard achieving this as more important than any other social or 

economic concerns. 
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Introduction 

We asked respondents to rank 13 challenges facing the UK over the next five years in order of importance: 

“In 2019, the UK is due to leave the European Union. This presents both challenges and opportunities 

to the UK.  

Please RANK the following 13 options in order of what you think is most important for the UK to 

achieve over the next 5 years. 

You do not need to rank all options (unranked options will be considered least important).” 

The challenges included outcomes which would be enabled by a so-called “Hard Brexit”:  

o Reducing immigration or restricting it to high-skilled workers 

o Allowing Britain to enter into its own trade deals outside the EU 

o The UK taking control of its own laws and regulations 

 

The other priorities on the list were issues which were likely to be affected by the outcome of Brexit, 

including the strength of the economy, issues of social justice around inequality, and reducing the amount of 

pressure on public services. Respondents were presented the challenges in random order. 

Presentation of the results 

We present tables of overall rankings of the challenges of the UK for the respondents grouped by 2017 

general election vote and 2016 referendum vote. We also provide detailed tables of percentage preferences 

for the key results tables to enable assessment of the strength of preference between any pair of challenges.  

We also looked for clusters of issues which respondents in the sub-group ranked in a similar way, e.g. 

Conservative Leavers tend to rank issues around sovereignty as being very important, and issues around 

inequality as being relatively unimportant. This process also helps determine if that sub-group is a useful way 

of grouping respondents. If people in a sub-group rank priorities very differently, then it is difficult to draw 

any general conclusions about their attitudes.  

Importance maps are a visual way of showing the clusters of issues and how important or unimportant they 

are to a sub-group (issues on the right hand side are more important, issues on the left hand side are less 

important). The shorter the distance between two issues, the more likely it is that people in the sub-group 

have given them a similar level of importance. 

Technical details of  the methods uses are given in the appendix.  

Overview of the raw data 

We received a total of 8492 responses polled between of 9th and 16th July 2018. Of these we excluded: 766 

responses where no options were ranked; 259 people who are not British citizens and a further 259 people 

who we considered unlikely to vote: people over 20 years who did not vote in either the 2016 Referendum 

or the 2017 General Election (GE) and had either expressed no preference or said they would not vote in the 

next GE. This left a total of 7208 respondents. We note that including these 259 “non-voters” does not 

change the main results.  

Demographics of respondents 

Table 1 shows the more detailed breakdown of respondents, showing that we achieved a representative 

sample of the population across age, region, education etc.  
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The demographic breakdown by GE 2017 and referendum vote is shown below in Table 2. Our sample is 

slightly skewed towards remain voters – this does not matter for analysis within leave and remain subgroups 

and adjusting for this skew in the overall population does not significantly change the overall result. 

 

Table 1- Demographic breakdown of respondents 

 

Table 2 - Demographic breakdown by GE 2017 and Referendum vote 

General election vote 2017 
(N=7208) 

Percentage of 
population 

Leave % 
within party 

Remain % 
within party 

No referendum 
vote within 
party % 

Conservative 38% 69% 28% 4% 

Labour 34% 27% 66% 7% 

Liberal Democrat 7% 19% 78% 4% 

UKIP 2% 95% 3% 2% 

Other 6% 32% 63% 5% 

No vote/prefer not to say 13% 40% 26% 34% 

Overall 100% 45.8% 45.4% 8.8% 

 

  

Category Number 

Percentage of 

respondents Leave voters Remain voters

Leave % within 

category

Remain % 

within 

category

A 906 13% 340 498 38% 55%

B 1351 19% 488 759 36% 56%

C1 2136 30% 895 1059 42% 50%

C2 1313 18% 740 442 56% 34%

D 740 10% 392 287 53% 39%

E 762 11% 446 229 59% 30%

North of England 1759 24% 817 794 46% 45%

Middle of England 1935 27% 987 774 51% 40%

South of England 1784 25% 869 772 49% 43%

London 684 9% 249 349 36% 51%

Wales 383 5% 167 185 44% 48%

Scotland 663 9% 212 400 32% 60%

England total 6162 85% 2922 2689 47% 44%

Female 3192 44% 1525 1417 48% 44%

Male 4016 56% 1776 1857 44% 46%

GCE or lower 2331 32% 1496 623 64% 27%

A level or equivalent 1442 20% 569 659 39% 46%

Undergraduate degree 1441 20% 415 939 29% 65%

Postgraduate degree 580 8% 139 420 24% 72%

Other / unknown 1169 16% 546 563 47% 48%

Working full time 2826 39% 1152 1483 41% 52%

Working part time 1095 15% 464 516 42% 47%

Full time student 315 4% 40 159 13% 50%

Retired 2018 28% 1227 727 61% 36%

Unemployed 238 3% 105 90 44% 38%

Not working 529 7% 244 211 46% 40%

Other / unknown 187 3% 69 88 37% 47%

White 6806 94% 3182 3070 47% 45%

Non-white 402 6% 119 204 30% 51%

18-30 1097 15% 224 612 20% 56%

31-45 1689 23% 645 881 38% 52%

46-60 1984 28% 962 902 48% 45%

61+ 2438 34% 1470 879 60% 36%

Daily Mail / Express 1150 16% 791 272 69% 24%

The Mirror / Star 261 4% 136 103 52% 39%

The Sun 505 7% 373 80 74% 16%

The Telegraph 293 4% 178 91 61% 31%

The Times / FT 352 5% 108 221 31% 63%

The Guardian / Independent 870 12% 68 729 8% 84%

Other / unknown / none 3777 52% 1647 1778 44% 47%
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Bar charts of rankings by referendum vote 

Respondents did not have to rank all options – any unranked options were assigned lowest importance in 

our analysis. Below we show the distribution of raw ranks according to referendum vote across the 13 

options: economic growth is shown on its own (Figure 1) and then we group 6 challenges more closely 

associated with “Leave” (Figure 2) and then the remaining 6 challenges are grouped together (Figure 3).  

 

Figure 1 - Percentage of respondents (vertical axis) assigning ranks 1- 13 (horizontal axis) to strong economic growth 

 

 

Figure 2 - Percentage of respondents (vertical axis) assigning ranks 1- 13 (horizontal axis) for each challenge  
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Figure 3- Percentage of respondents (vertical axis) assigning ranks 1- 13 (horizontal axis) for each challenge 

 

Principal Findings 

1. Priorities of overall population  

A majority of the 7208 respondents ranked “Ensuring strong economic growth” higher than each of the 

other options, including all of the Hard Brexit options. 54% of respondents would prefer to have a strong 

economic growth over control, 59% prefer strong economic growth to making independent trade deals and 

66% prefer strong economic growth to limiting immigration.  

The overall ranked table is shown in Table 3.  
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Table 3 - Ranked challenges by the whole population 

 

Preferences between options ranked 3 to 8 are very slim (51-52%), highlighting that the population is divided 

over the importance of several options. The full percentage preference table is given in  Table 5.  

 3. Priorities for Leave and Remain voters 

The priorities for Leave and Remain voters are shown in Table 4 and the full preference matrices for each are 

given in tables 6 and 7 respectively.  

Table 4 - Priorities of Leave and Remain voters 

 

Overall 
Rank 

(N=7208) Challenge 

1 Ensuring strong economic growth 

2 
Ensuring that Britain has control over its own laws and regulations 

3 
Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals 

4 Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone and that workers are paid fairly 

5 

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. by reducing demand, increasing 
the workforce, or with more money) 

6 Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing 

7 

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers or sectors where there are 
significant shortages 

8 Reducing the gap between richest and poorest people in the UK 

9 Reducing the gap between richest and poorest regions of the UK 

10 Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly 

11 Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England 

12 Reducing the total number of people immigrating to the UK 

13 Preserving traditional British culture  

 

Rank 3501 Leave voters 3570 Remain voters

1

Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 

laws and regulations Ensuring strong economic growth

2 Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 

and that workers are paid fairly

3

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers 

or sectors where there are significant shortages

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. 

by reducing demand, increasing the workforce, 

or with more money)

4 Ensuring strong economic growth

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

people in the UK

5

Reducing the total number of people immigrating 

to the UK Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing

6 Preserving traditional British culture te in r

7

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. 

by reducing demand, increasing the workforce, 

or with more money) Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly

8

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 

and that workers are paid fairly

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales and England

9 Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing

Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 

laws and regulations

10

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales and England Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals

11 Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers 

or sectors where there are significant shortages

12

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

regions of the UK Preserving traditional British culture 

13

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

people in the UK

Reducing the total number of people immigrating 

to the UK
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 Table 5 - Preference percentages underlying the ranking in Table 1 (overall preferences). Cells highlighted in yellow indicate where a row option was preferred to the corresponding column option. It is clear 

that, overall, “Ensure strong economic growth” is preferred to all other options (the whole row is yellow).  

 

Table 6 - Preference percentages for respondents who voted Leave in the 2016 referendum 

  

Table 7 - Preference percentages for those who voted Remain in the 2016 referendum. 

 

Percentage ranking row option as MORE IMPORTANT than 

column option, where a preference was expressed

"Enough 

jobs and fair 

pay"

"Reducing 

pressure 

on public 

services"

"Ensuring 

benefits 

fair"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

people"

"Preserving 

traditional 

British 

culture" 

"Limit 

immigration 

to high-

skilled"

"Reduce total 

immigration"

"Ensure 

decent 

housing"

"Ensure 

strong 

economic 

growth"

"Maintaining 

UK Union"

"UK control 

over laws & 

regulations"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

regions"

"UK can 

make 

trade 

deals"

"Enough jobs and fair pay" preferred to… 52% 69% 63% 65% 57% 60% 61% 38% 64% 45% 64% 49%

"Reducing pressure on public services" preferred to… 48% 65% 60% 64% 55% 58% 57% 36% 62% 43% 61% 47%

"Ensuring benefits fair" preferred to… 31% 35% 47% 55% 46% 50% 41% 26% 51% 36% 48% 38%

"Reducing inequality between people" preferred to… 37% 40% 53% 54% 48% 51% 46% 32% 52% 39% 51% 41%

"Preserving traditional British culture" preferred to... 35% 36% 45% 46% 41% 45% 41% 26% 45% 26% 46% 30%

"Limit immigration to high-skilled" preferred to… 43% 45% 54% 52% 59% 58% 49% 34% 53% 33% 52% 39%

"Reduce total immigration" preferred to… 40% 42% 50% 49% 55% 42% 46% 32% 49% 30% 49% 35%

"Ensure decent housing" preferred to… 39% 43% 59% 54% 59% 51% 54% 33% 57% 41% 55% 44%

"Ensure strong economic growth" preferred to… 62% 64% 74% 68% 74% 66% 68% 67% 74% 54% 69% 59%

"Maintaining UK Union" preferred to… 36% 38% 49% 48% 55% 47% 51% 43% 26% 34% 47% 37%

"UK control over laws & regulations" preferred to… 55% 57% 64% 61% 74% 67% 70% 59% 46% 66% 62% 59%

"Reducing inequality between regions" preferred to… 36% 39% 52% 49% 54% 48% 51% 45% 31% 53% 38% 40%

"UK can make trade deals" preferred to… 51% 53% 62% 59% 70% 61% 65% 56% 41% 63% 41% 60%

Percentage ranking row option as MORE IMPORTANT than 

column option, where a preference was expressed

"Enough 

jobs and fair 

pay"

"Reducing 

pressure 

on public 

services"

"Ensuring 

benefits 

fair"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

people"

"Preserving 

traditional 

British 

culture" 

"Limit 

immigration 

to high-

skilled"

"Reduce total 

immigration"

"Ensure 

decent 

housing"

"Ensure 

strong 

economic 

growth"

"Maintaining 

UK Union"

"UK control 

over laws & 

regulations"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

regions"

"UK can 

make 

trade 

deals"

"Enough jobs and fair pay" preferred to… 49% 68% 70% 47% 36% 37% 65% 33% 60% 22% 68% 27%

"Reducing pressure on public services" preferred to… 51% 66% 68% 48% 34% 37% 61% 33% 60% 21% 66% 26%

"Ensuring benefits fair" preferred to… 32% 34% 55% 37% 26% 27% 46% 22% 49% 14% 54% 18%

"Reducing inequality between people" preferred to… 30% 32% 45% 34% 26% 27% 42% 24% 45% 17% 47% 20%

"Preserving traditional British culture" preferred to... 53% 52% 63% 66% 37% 37% 60% 38% 61% 22% 65% 29%

"Limit immigration to high-skilled" preferred to… 64% 66% 74% 74% 63% 53% 71% 51% 70% 33% 74% 41%

"Reduce total immigration" preferred to… 63% 63% 73% 73% 63% 47% 70% 50% 68% 34% 73% 41%

"Ensure decent housing" preferred to… 35% 39% 54% 58% 40% 29% 30% 26% 51% 17% 56% 21%

"Ensure strong economic growth" preferred to… 67% 67% 78% 76% 62% 49% 50% 74% 75% 31% 77% 39%

"Maintaining UK Union" preferred to… 40% 40% 51% 55% 39% 30% 32% 49% 25% 16% 55% 21%

"UK control over laws & regulations" preferred to… 78% 79% 86% 83% 78% 67% 66% 83% 69% 84% 85% 64%

"Reducing inequality between regions" preferred to… 32% 34% 46% 53% 35% 26% 27% 44% 23% 45% 15% 19%

"UK can make trade deals" preferred to… 73% 74% 82% 80% 71% 59% 59% 79% 61% 79% 36% 81%

Percentage ranking row option as MORE IMPORTANT than 

column option, where a preference was expressed

"Enough 

jobs and fair 

pay"

"Reducing 

pressure 

on public 

services"

"Ensuring 

benefits 

fair"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

people"

"Preserving 

traditional 

British 

culture" 

"Limit 

immigration 

to high-

skilled"

"Reduce total 

immigration"

"Ensure 

decent 

housing"

"Ensure 

strong 

economic 

growth"

"Maintaining 

UK Union"

"UK control 

over laws & 

regulations"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

regions"

"UK can 

make 

trade 

deals"

"Enough jobs and fair pay" preferred to… 53% 70% 57% 82% 78% 82% 59% 43% 66% 69% 60% 70%

"Reducing pressure on public services" preferred to… 47% 64% 53% 79% 76% 80% 53% 38% 64% 66% 55% 67%

"Ensuring benefits fair" preferred to… 30% 36% 40% 73% 67% 74% 37% 29% 53% 59% 41% 59%

"Reducing inequality between people" preferred to… 43% 47% 60% 73% 69% 74% 50% 38% 58% 62% 55% 62%

"Preserving traditional British culture" preferred to... 18% 21% 27% 27% 46% 55% 23% 13% 28% 30% 26% 30%

"Limit immigration to high-skilled" preferred to… 22% 24% 33% 31% 54% 66% 28% 16% 34% 34% 30% 35%

"Reduce total immigration" preferred to… 18% 20% 26% 26% 45% 34% 23% 14% 27% 25% 26% 27%

"Ensure decent housing" preferred to… 41% 47% 63% 50% 77% 72% 77% 39% 61% 64% 52% 65%

"Ensure strong economic growth" preferred to… 57% 62% 71% 62% 87% 84% 86% 61% 74% 77% 63% 79%

"Maintaining UK Union" preferred to… 34% 36% 47% 42% 72% 66% 73% 39% 26% 55% 41% 56%

"UK control over laws & regulations" preferred to… 31% 34% 41% 38% 70% 66% 75% 36% 23% 45% 39% 53%

"Reducing inequality between regions" preferred to… 40% 45% 59% 45% 74% 70% 74% 48% 37% 59% 61% 62%

"UK can make trade deals" preferred to… 30% 33% 41% 38% 70% 65% 73% 35% 21% 44% 47% 38%
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The UK having control of its own laws and regulations was the most important priority for Leavers. Our 

survey finds that restricting immigration to highly-skilled migrants is only the third priority for leave voters, 

whereas the most important priorities – for both Conservative and Labour voting Leavers - is that the UK 

gains control over its own laws and regulations and its own trade deals, summarised as “sovereignty”. 

The top three priorities for Leavers are all directly Brexit-related; control of laws, ability for UK to make its 

own trade deals and restricting immigration and the strength of preference over the economy is quite strong 

(69%, 61% and 51% respectively vs economy).  

This suggests that Leavers voted for Brexit as an end in itself, rather than because they believed that leaving 

the EU was a means to achieving other priorities (such as ensuring higher pay or relieving the pressure on 

public services). This is true of both Conservative and Labour Leavers. 

The results suggest that those advocates of a softer Brexit who have concentrated on mitigating concerns 

over immigration, or who believe that underlying social and economic issues are the principal drivers for 

Brexit, are focussing on the wrong target. 

Meanwhile, Remain voters overall prioritised strong economic growth, followed by jobs, public services and 

reducing inequality. Sovereignty options were ranked 9th and 10th and immigration and preserving traditional 

British culture took the bottom 3 places.  

The importance map contrasting Leave voters with Remain voters is shown in Figure 4 and the differing 

priorities between the two groups is clear to see.  
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Figure 4 - Importance maps for Leave and Remain voters highlighting the differing priorities. 
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4. Labour and Conservative Remain voters are very different 

There was little in common between Conservative and Labour Remain voters (Table 8).  

Table 8 - Priorities of Labour and COnservative Remain voters 

 

Conservative voters who backed Remain ranked a strong economy as their top priority, followed by the UK 

having control of its own laws and trade deals (even though they ultimately voted Remain). The 

corresponding percentage preferences for each are given in Table 9 and Table 10. 

On the other hand, top priorities for Labour Remainers were reducing inequality, ensuring there were 

enough jobs, and reducing the pressure on public services; not one of these issues made the Conservative 

Remainers’ top four list. The only areas of commonality were economic growth and having little concern 

about immigration. 

The stark differences are shown in the importance maps in Figure 5.  

 

Overall rank by 

party for 

Remain voters 1606 Labour Remain voters 762 Conservative Remain voters

1

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

people in the UK Ensuring strong economic growth

2

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 

and that workers are paid fairly

Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 

laws and regulations

3 Ensuring strong economic growth Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals

4

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

regions of the UK

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales and England

5 Reducing the pressure on public services Reducing the pressure on public services 

6 Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 

and that workers are paid fairly

7 Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers 

or sectors where there are significant shortages

8

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales and England Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing

9

Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 

laws and regulations Preserving traditional British culture 

10 Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals

Reducing the total number of people immigrating 

to the UK

11

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers 

or sectors where there are significant shortages Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly

12 Preserving traditional British culture 

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

regions of the UK

13

Reducing the total number of people immigrating 

to the UK

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

people in the UK
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Figure 5 - importance maps for Labour and Conservative remain voters 
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Table 9 - Percentage preferences for Labour Remain voters 

 

Table 10 - Percentage preferences for Conservative Remain voters 

 

 

Percentage ranking row option as MORE IMPORTANT than 

column option, where a preference was expressed

"Enough 

jobs and fair 

pay"

"Reducing 

pressure 

on public 

services"

"Ensuring 

benefits 

fair"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

people"

"Preserving 

traditional 

British 

culture" 

"Limit 

immigration 

to high-

skilled"

"Reduce total 

immigration"

"Ensure 

decent 

housing"

"Ensure 

strong 

economic 

growth"

"Maintaining 

UK Union"

"UK control 

over laws & 

regulations"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

regions"

"UK can 

make 

trade 

deals"

"Enough jobs and fair pay" preferred to… 53% 70% 49% 88% 86% 89% 56% 52% 74% 81% 55% 81%

"Reducing pressure on public services" preferred to… 47% 65% 46% 86% 84% 87% 50% 48% 72% 78% 50% 78%

"Ensuring benefits fair" preferred to… 30% 35% 33% 83% 79% 83% 35% 36% 60% 72% 35% 71%

"Reducing inequality between people" preferred to… 51% 54% 67% 86% 81% 85% 55% 51% 70% 77% 59% 76%

"Preserving traditional British culture" preferred to... 12% 14% 17% 14% 46% 56% 14% 10% 23% 32% 16% 31%

"Limit immigration to high-skilled" preferred to… 14% 16% 21% 19% 54% 69% 18% 14% 28% 35% 19% 35%

"Reduce total immigration" preferred to… 11% 13% 17% 15% 44% 31% 14% 11% 23% 25% 16% 26%

"Ensure decent housing" preferred to… 44% 50% 65% 45% 86% 82% 86% 49% 70% 77% 48% 77%

"Ensure strong economic growth" preferred to… 48% 52% 64% 49% 90% 86% 89% 51% 74% 82% 51% 84%

"Maintaining UK Union" preferred to… 26% 28% 40% 30% 77% 72% 77% 30% 26% 62% 30% 62%

"UK control over laws & regulations" preferred to… 19% 22% 28% 23% 68% 65% 75% 23% 18% 38% 24% 52%

"Reducing inequality between regions" preferred to… 45% 50% 65% 41% 84% 81% 84% 52% 49% 70% 76% 75%

"UK can make trade deals" preferred to… 19% 22% 29% 24% 69% 65% 74% 23% 16% 38% 48% 25%

Percentage ranking row option as MORE IMPORTANT than 

column option, where a preference was expressed

"Enough 

jobs and fair 

pay"

"Reducing 

pressure 

on public 

services"

"Ensuring 

benefits 

fair"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

people"

"Preserving 

traditional 

British 

culture" 

"Limit 

immigration 

to high-

skilled"

"Reduce total 

immigration"

"Ensure 

decent 

housing"

"Ensure 

strong 

economic 

growth"

"Maintaining 

UK Union"

"UK control 

over laws & 

regulations"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

regions"

"UK can 

make 

trade 

deals"

"Enough jobs and fair pay" preferred to… 48% 72% 76% 64% 56% 65% 67% 24% 48% 37% 74% 40%

"Reducing pressure on public services" preferred to… 52% 69% 73% 63% 55% 65% 63% 19% 47% 38% 71% 40%

"Ensuring benefits fair" preferred to… 28% 31% 59% 48% 40% 50% 44% 13% 33% 25% 53% 28%

"Reducing inequality between people" preferred to… 24% 27% 41% 41% 35% 45% 35% 12% 27% 23% 43% 25%

"Preserving traditional British culture" preferred to... 36% 37% 52% 59% 42% 51% 47% 18% 33% 23% 55% 27%

"Limit immigration to high-skilled" preferred to… 44% 45% 60% 65% 58% 62% 56% 21% 44% 30% 61% 33%

"Reduce total immigration" preferred to… 35% 35% 50% 55% 49% 38% 45% 19% 34% 23% 52% 27%

"Ensure decent housing" preferred to… 33% 37% 56% 65% 53% 44% 55% 17% 40% 32% 62% 35%

"Ensure strong economic growth" preferred to… 76% 81% 87% 88% 82% 79% 81% 83% 72% 64% 89% 69%

"Maintaining UK Union" preferred to… 52% 53% 67% 73% 67% 56% 66% 60% 28% 42% 69% 44%

"UK control over laws & regulations" preferred to… 63% 62% 75% 77% 77% 70% 77% 68% 36% 58% 75% 55%

"Reducing inequality between regions" preferred to… 26% 29% 47% 57% 45% 39% 48% 38% 11% 31% 25% 25%

"UK can make trade deals" preferred to… 60% 60% 72% 75% 73% 67% 73% 65% 31% 56% 45% 75%
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5. Conservative Leavers and Remainers are divided over the role of sovereignty and immigration 

Table 11 shows the priorities for Conservative Leave and Remain voters and Figure 6 shows the 

corresponding importance maps.  

Conservative Leave voters grouped strong economic growth together with the sovereignty options, 

suggesting that they believe sovereignty is a route to economic success. Conservative remain votes 

considered the economy as separate from sovereignty, although they still believe that sovereignty is 

relatively important. This suggests that Conservative remain voters believed that staying within the EU was 

the best path to growth but (perhaps reluctantly) were prepared to accept the consequent trade off in 

sovereignty. 

Both Conservative Leave and Remain voters attributed a very similar level of importance to options dealing 

with social concerns, jobs and public services and these issued clustered together almost exactly the same 

way for each group (Figure 6). 

The biggest divide between the two groups was over immigration and “Preserving British culture and 

traditions” which Leavers regarded as much more important than Remainers.  

 

Table 11 - Priorities for Conservative Leave and Remain voters 

 

 

 

 

Overall rank by 

referendum 

vote for 

Conservative 

voters 1895 Conservative Leave voters 762 Conservative Remain voters

1

Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 

laws and regulations Ensuring strong economic growth

2 Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals

Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 

laws and regulations

3

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers 

or sectors where there are significant shortages Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals

4 Ensuring strong economic growth

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales and England

5

Reducing the total number of people immigrating 

to the UK Reducing the pressure on public services 

6 Preserving traditional British culture 

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 

and that workers are paid fairly

7

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. 

by reducing demand, increasing the workforce, 

or with more money)

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers 

or sectors where there are significant shortages

8

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 

and that workers are paid fairly Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing

9

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales and England Preserving traditional British culture 

10 Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing

Reducing the total number of people immigrating 

to the UK

11 Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly

12

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

regions of the UK

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

regions of the UK

13

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

people in the UK

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

people in the UK
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Figure 6 - Importance maps for Conservative voters by referendum vote 
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6. Labour Leavers and Labour Remainers are deeply divided over immigration and inequality 

The priorities for Labour leave and remain voters are shown in Table 12. 

Labour Leavers prioritise the four Hard Brexit options of sovereignty and immigration in their top six. Labour 

Remainers on the other hand, are profoundly unconcerned by immigration (ranking the options 11th and 

13th) and sovereignty (ranked 9th and 10th). 

Meanwhile, Labour Remainers regard reducing inequality (both individual and regional) and reducing the 

pressure on public services as being important priorities. None of these concerns rank in the top 6 for Labour 

Leavers. 

Table 12 - Labour leave and remain voters' priorities 

 

7.  Distinct subgroups within Labour Leavers 

Labour Leavers are a much more heterogeneous group than the Conservative Leavers. The importance map 

and clustering results for Labour Leave voters have the worst fits of all subgroups indicating heterogeneity. 

This suggests that Labour Leave voters may actually represent 2 or more distinct types of voter. We found 

two distinct subgroups within the Labour Leave voters who have very different priorities (immigration and 

control vs inequality), which have better importance map fits despite smaller numbers. The second subgroup 

ranked reducing inequality top and immigration issues as 10th and 12th. The full comparison of ranks for the 

two subgroups is shown in Table 13. 

 

  

Rank 722 Labour leave voters 1757 Labour remain voters

1

Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 

laws and regulations

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

people in the UK

2 Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 

and that workers are paid fairly

3 Ensuring strong economic growth Ensuring strong economic growth

4

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 

and that workers are paid fairly

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

regions of the UK

5

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers 

or sectors where there are significant shortages

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. 

by reducing demand, increasing the workforce, 

or with more money)

6

Reducing the total number of people immigrating 

to the UK Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing

7 Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly

8

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. 

by reducing demand, increasing the workforce, 

or with more money)

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales and England

9

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

people in the UK

Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 

laws and regulations

10

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

regions of the UK Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals

11 Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers 

or sectors where there are significant shortages

12 Preserving traditional British culture Preserving traditional British culture 

13

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales and England

Reducing the total number of people immigrating 

to the UK
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Table 13 - Comparison of two distinct subgroups within Labour Leave voters 

 

 

Importance maps for Labour Remain vs two Labour Leave subgroups are shown in Figure 7 and the full 

preference percentages for the two Labour subgroups are shown in Table 14 and Table 15 respectively. 

Rank

Labour Leave "Control & Immigration" 

(N=366, 55% Labour leave vote)

Labour Leave "Lexit?" (N=304, 45% 

Labour Leave vote)

1

Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 

laws and regulations

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

people in the UK

2

Reducing the total number of people immigrating 

to the UK

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

regions of the UK

3

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers 

or sectors where there are significant shortages Ensuring strong economic growth

4 Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 

and that workers are paid fairly

5 Ensuring strong economic growth

Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 

laws and regulations

6 Preserving traditional British culture Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals

7

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 

and that workers are paid fairly Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing

8

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. 

by reducing demand, increasing the workforce, 

or with more money)

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. 

by reducing demand, increasing the workforce, 

or with more money)

9 Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly

10 Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers 

or sectors where there are significant shortages

11

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

people in the UK

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales and England

12

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales and England

Reducing the total number of people immigrating 

to the UK

13

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

regions of the UK Preserving traditional British culture 
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Figure 7 - Importance maps for different types of Labour voters 
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Table 14 - Percentage preferences for Labour "Control & immigration" leavers who prioritise control and immigration over everything else. 

 

 

Table 15 - Percentage preferences for Labour "Lexit" leavers who prioritise reducing inequality above everything else. 

Percentage ranking row option as MORE IMPORTANT than 

column option, where a preference was expressed

"Enough 

jobs and fair 

pay"

"Reducing 

pressure 

on public 

services"

"Ensuring 

benefits 

fair"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

people"

"Preserving 

traditional 

British 

culture" 

"Limit 

immigration 

to high-

skilled"

"Reduce total 

immigration"

"Ensure 

decent 

housing"

"Ensure 

strong 

economic 

growth"

"Maintaining 

UK Union"

"UK control 

over laws & 

regulations"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

regions"

"UK can 

make 

trade 

deals"

"Enough jobs and fair pay" preferred to… 55% 66% 68% 47% 31% 28% 63% 46% 66% 26% 70% 33%

"Reducing pressure on public services" preferred to… 45% 63% 63% 44% 28% 26% 54% 42% 63% 23% 65% 32%

"Ensuring benefits fair" preferred to… 34% 37% 52% 36% 23% 19% 45% 30% 54% 14% 57% 25%

"Reducing inequality between people" preferred to… 32% 37% 48% 33% 20% 17% 44% 31% 51% 17% 51% 26%

"Preserving traditional British culture" preferred to... 53% 56% 64% 67% 40% 31% 61% 46% 66% 27% 69% 38%

"Limit immigration to high-skilled" preferred to… 69% 72% 77% 80% 60% 46% 77% 62% 74% 42% 83% 53%

"Reduce total immigration" preferred to… 72% 74% 81% 83% 69% 54% 80% 64% 79% 46% 85% 55%

"Ensure decent housing" preferred to… 37% 46% 55% 56% 39% 23% 20% 35% 58% 18% 57% 26%

"Ensure strong economic growth" preferred to… 54% 58% 70% 69% 54% 38% 36% 65% 69% 29% 73% 35%

"Maintaining UK Union" preferred to… 34% 37% 46% 49% 34% 26% 21% 42% 31% 17% 54% 23%

"UK control over laws & regulations" preferred to… 74% 77% 86% 83% 73% 58% 54% 82% 71% 83% 87% 64%

"Reducing inequality between regions" preferred to… 30% 35% 43% 49% 31% 17% 15% 43% 27% 46% 13% 21%

"UK can make trade deals" preferred to… 67% 68% 75% 74% 62% 47% 45% 74% 65% 77% 36% 79%

Percentage ranking row option as MORE IMPORTANT than 

column option, where a preference was expressed

"Enough 

jobs and fair 

pay"

"Reducing 

pressure 

on public 

services"

"Ensuring 

benefits 

fair"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

people"

"Preserving 

traditional 

British 

culture" 

"Limit 

immigration 

to high-

skilled"

"Reduce total 

immigration"

"Ensure 

decent 

housing"

"Ensure 

strong 

economic 

growth"

"Maintaining 

UK Union"

"UK control 

over laws & 

regulations"

"Reducing 

inequality 

between 

regions"

"UK can 

make 

trade 

deals"

"Enough jobs and fair pay" preferred to… 59% 68% 47% 80% 76% 81% 57% 48% 75% 53% 49% 55%

"Reducing pressure on public services" preferred to… 41% 57% 40% 75% 66% 73% 43% 42% 69% 45% 43% 47%

"Ensuring benefits fair" preferred to… 32% 43% 32% 74% 64% 71% 37% 37% 64% 42% 35% 43%

"Reducing inequality between people" preferred to… 53% 60% 68% 81% 78% 85% 56% 54% 74% 56% 56% 59%

"Preserving traditional British culture" preferred to... 20% 25% 26% 19% 44% 46% 20% 18% 41% 23% 16% 23%

"Limit immigration to high-skilled" preferred to… 24% 34% 36% 22% 56% 60% 26% 28% 51% 31% 22% 30%

"Reduce total immigration" preferred to… 19% 27% 29% 15% 54% 40% 23% 23% 46% 29% 17% 27%

"Ensure decent housing" preferred to… 43% 57% 63% 44% 80% 74% 77% 44% 73% 49% 45% 45%

"Ensure strong economic growth" preferred to… 52% 58% 63% 46% 82% 72% 77% 56% 77% 55% 49% 57%

"Maintaining UK Union" preferred to… 25% 31% 36% 26% 59% 49% 54% 27% 23% 28% 25% 30%

"UK control over laws & regulations" preferred to… 47% 55% 58% 44% 77% 69% 71% 51% 45% 72% 47% 52%

"Reducing inequality between regions" preferred to… 51% 57% 65% 44% 84% 78% 83% 55% 51% 75% 53% 52%

"UK can make trade deals" preferred to… 45% 53% 57% 41% 77% 70% 73% 55% 43% 70% 48% 48%
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8.  Labour Remainers and Liberal Democrats are quite similar 

Liberal Democrat voters had the same top 8 priorities as the Labour Remain voters but in a different order 

(Table 16). Like the Conservatives, Lib Dem voters gave a strong economy the highest ranking and prioritised 

maintaining the UK Union. But they also gave a high priority to jobs, public services, housing and inequality 

which were also important to Labour Remainers. The five lowest priorities were exactly the same between 

the groups (sovereignty, immigration and culture). 

Table 16 - The top priorities for Liberal Democrat voters and Labour Remain voters 

 

The similarity between Liberal Democrats and Labour Remainers can be seen in the importance maps in 

Figure 8. 

Rank 508 Liberal Democrat voters 1757 Labour remain voters

1 Ensuring strong economic growth

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

people in the UK

2

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 

and that workers are paid fairly

Making sure there are enough jobs for everyone 

and that workers are paid fairly

3

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. 

by reducing demand, increasing the workforce, 

or with more money) Ensuring strong economic growth

4

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

people in the UK

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

regions of the UK

5 Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing

Reducing the pressure on public services (e.g. 

by reducing demand, increasing the workforce, 

or with more money)

6

Reducing the gap between richest and poorest 

regions of the UK Ensuring everyone can afford decent housing

7

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales and England Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly

8 Ensuring that state benefits are distributed fairly

Maintaining the union of Northern Ireland, 

Scotland, Wales and England

9

Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 

laws and regulations

Ensuring that Britain has control over its own 

laws and regulations

10 Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals Allowing Britain to make its own trade deals

11

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers 

or sectors where there are significant shortages

Limiting immigration to only high-skilled workers 

or sectors where there are significant shortages

12 Preserving traditional British culture Preserving traditional British culture 

13

Reducing the total number of people immigrating 

to the UK

Reducing the total number of people immigrating 

to the UK
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Figure 8 - Importance maps comparing Labour Remainers to Liberal Democrats 
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Appendix – mathematical methods 

We used three complementary mathematical methods to explore rankings among challenges for the UK.  

1. Descriptive analysis of ranks assigned to each challenge 

We calculated the distribution of ranks and the median rank assigned to each goal. To explore differences in 

rankings between subgroups we used non-parametric tests where possible (1).  

2. Combining individual goals into an overall ranking 

Many mathematical methods exist that combine rankings expressed by individuals into an overall ordered 

preference list for a group. We used a Condorcet Cycle method (called the Crankit method (Crowd Ranking 

Kit)) (2,3). The method works by comparing each possible factor to each other possible factor. Option A 

beats Option B if more people in a group prefer A to B than vice versa (i.e. more people have given A a 

higher rank than they gave B). The group winner is then the factor that beats all other factors in a 1-1 

comparison (the Condorcet Winner (4)), 2nd place goes to the factor that beats all other factors except the 

winner and so on until the loser is the factor that is beaten by all other factors.  

3. Graphical representations of goal rankings to generate insight 

We carried out an extra piece of analysis to give additional insight into the group rankings.   

If there are N responses to the survey then each goal can be plotted in N-dimensional space, with the 

coordinates being the N ranks assigned to that goal by the N legislators (unranked goals are assigned rank 

13). The position and Euclidean distance between the 13 goals in this N-dimensional space provides insight 

into how goals tend to get ranked by legislators. We apply a method often used in psychological and 

behavior research called ordinal multidimensional scaling (MDS) (5–7). MDS maps points in N-dimensional 

space to points in 2D space so that they can be easily visualized. Ordinal scaling (as opposed to metric 

scaling) is concerned only with preserving the ordering of Euclidean distances between options, which is 

more appropriate when the numerical values (in our case ranks) are not measures of physical quantities (5). 

We define “goodness of fit” as 1-Kruskal’s Stress (5) so that 100% represents a perfect representation of the 

points in two-dimensional space. Fits higher than 95% are considered excellent and over 90% are considered 

good. All the fits in this paper are at least 90%.  

Finally, we identified clusters of goals using hierarchical cluster analysis methods on the full dimensional 
distance matrix to generate insight. For each party, we applied single linkage cluster analysis using Ward’s 
Linkage (8,9) and then indicated the identified clusters on the 2D MDS graphical representation of the 
challenges. Clusters highlight challenges that tend to be ranked similarly by respondents so that a single 
cluster of challenges might represent a broader concept that summarises the challenges within that cluster. 
This sequential application of MDS and cluster analysis is relatively common in behavioral research (10–12). 

On the 2D map, the horizontal axis is the axis that most separates the goals in N-dimensional space. Given 

that data points are ranks, this axis represents importance. The vertical axis represents the next most 

important axis of variation in the rankings. The interpretation of the vertical axis and the interpretation of 

the clusters is for the observer. We note that MDS and Cluster Analysis are data visualization tools intended 

to allow for insight and interpretation; they are not formal tests of any hypothesis and so measures of 

significance are not typically applied, nor is there any single preferred method.    
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