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Conservative Party Conference 2018 

Immigration: what do voters really want, and what does Britain 

need? 

Contact on the 
day: 

Loic Beuzit, Head of Events and Partnerships, 07496572007 
 

Date:  Tuesday 2 October, 08:30 – 09:30 

Time:  
08:15 Chair and panellists arrive 
08:30 Event starts 
09:30 Event ends 
 
Chair: James Kirkup, SMF Director 
 
Panellists 
Nicky Morgan MP 
Jonathan Thomas, Migration Researcher, SMF 
Maria Sobolewska FRSA, Professor of Political Science, PhD Director in Politics, 
University of Manchester 
Adam Drummond, Senior Research Manager and Partner, Opinium 
 

Venue: Dolce, Hyatt Regency, 2 Bridge Street, Birmingham B1 2JZ map 

Format:  Panel event. 
 
Please note that we will be Periscoping the event (broadcasting it live over Twitter) 
and audio recording it for our website. Please let us know if you have any 
questions about this. 
 
Pass is required. 
 
Timings:  
 
08:30 – James Kirkup welcomes guests and introduces panel and event topic 
08:33 – Adam Drummond presents research findings 
08:40 – Response from Nicky Morgan MP 
08:45 – Response from Jonathan Thomas 
08:50 – Response from Maria Sobolewska FRSA 
08:55 – James chairs discussion with Q&A from the audience 
09:30 – Event ends 
 

Sponsor:  Policy@Manchester and Opinium 

  

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Hyatt+Regency+Birmingham/@52.478131,-1.9112654,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m7!3m6!1s0x4870bcf466e24711:0x441e4c8c17814fcd!5m1!1s2018-08-19!8m2!3d52.478131!4d-1.9090767
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Discussion brief 

The central theme is that British opinion on immigration issues is more complex and more 

open to argument than is often assumed in the headline-level political conversation.  We 

also want to tease out some of the implications of what seems to be the current drift in 

policy:  restrictions on “low-skilled” EEA nationals.  

Adam Drummond, Opinium will present new research on attitudes to immigration, and 

potential responses to some of the possible immigration policy outcomes from the current 

Brexit process.  

Some discussion points: 

• Is the sort of migration policy that would be required by EEA membership still just 

about sellable to a significant number of voters? 

• Could some of the political energy currently being devoted to “stop-Brexit” campaigns 

be better spent on making a more positive and nuanced case for an open 

immigration policy? 

The recent MAC report obviously provides a useful backdrop, not just in terms of its analysis 

of the economic impact of immigration. The MAC also raises some useful challenges, 

including how policy can adapt to ensure communities experiencing large-scale immigration 

can feel or keep more of the benefits of that immigration (how to localise tax revenues and 

more directly support local public services?)   This will be the subject of future SMF 

research, so we’re most interested in your thoughts.  

Other questions raised by the MAC relate to employers and the UK workforce.  Broadly, how 

can the UK economy respond to a future with fewer EEA migrants: if UK nationals need 

higher wages to draw them into low-skill jobs, what are the implications of that?  Or will 

employers automate instead of hiring more expensive Brits?  (Will immigration restrictions 

actually mean “British Jobs for British Robots”?)  

Specifically, how will sectors that depend most heavily on immigrant labour cope?   The 

MAC highlights social care as a sector where wages and status will have to rise to draw 

more UK-native workers into employment.  Are voters ready for that? 

Speaker biographies 

Nicky Morgan, Conservative MP, Loughborough 

Nicky Morgan, born in 1972, stood as the Conservative Candidate for 
Loughborough at the 2005 General Election and again in 2010, when she 
was first elected to Parliament to be Loughborough’s voice in 
Westminster. She has been married to Jonathan, an architect and 
Councillor for the Loughborough Outwoods Ward, since July 2000 and 
they have a son who was born in 2008. Nicky studied law at Oxford 
University. She worked as a solicitor specialising in Corporate Law 
advising a range of private and public companies from 1994 till her 
election in 2010. Nicky previously served as Secretary of State for 

Education and Minister for Women and Equalities (2014 - 16); Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury (2014); Minister for Women (2014); Economic Secretary to the Treasury (2013 - 
14); an Assistant Government Whip (2012 - 13); and the Parliamentary Private Secretary 
(PPS) to the Rt Hon. David Willetts MP, Cabinet Minister for Universities and Science (2010 
- 12). Nicky was re-elected as the Member of Parliament for Loughborough in the 2015 and 
2017 General Elections and, in July 2017, she was elected by MPs on all sides of the House 
of Commons as Chair of the Treasury Select Committee. 
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She is the author of ‘Taught not Caught: Educating for Character in the 21st Century.’ 
 
Maria Sobolewska FRSA, Professor of Political Science, PhD Director in Politics, 

University of Manchester 

Maria Sobolewska is a Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Manchester and works on the political integration and representation of 
ethnic minorities in Britain and in a comparative perspective, public 
perceptions of ethnicity, immigrants and integration, and the production 
and framing of public opinion of British Muslims. She is a member of 
CoDE www.ethnicity.ac.uk and is currently conducting a study into how 
political representation of British ethnic minorities has changed in the last 

30+ years since the historic election of 1987. This study is titled Racism30YearsOn. Maria is 
currently the lead investigator on an ESRC UK in a Changing Europe Project The "Brexit 
referendum" and identity politics in Britain http://ukandeu.ac.uk/brexitresearch/the-brexit-
referendum-and-identity-politics-in-britain/.Her past projects include the Ethnic Minority 
British Election Survey in 2010; the PATHWAYS project: a seven country study of the 
descriptive and substantive representation of immigrant-origin minorities 
www.pathways.eu;and the Representative Audit of Britain candidate survey 
http://parliamentarycandidates.org/project/representative-audit-of-britain/. 
 

Adam Drummond, Senior Research Manager and Partner, Opinium 
 
Adam Drummond is a partner and head of political polling at Opinium. 
In his five years with the agency, Opinium has been the most accurate 
pollster for two London mayoral elections as well as being one of the 
only agencies to accurately forecast the outcome of the EU referendum. 
Adam’s other work includes extensive research for PwC, frequent 
collaboration with the Guardian, research support for a Mayoral 
candidate and other MPs and conducting an image and reputation 
tracking study for the Isle of Man Government. 

 
Jonathan Thomas, Migration Researcher, SMF 
 
After studying History at Oxford University and Law at Nottingham Law School, Jonathan 
worked for over 20 years as a senior financial lawyer in the City. Jonathan left the City to 
complete an Immigration Law LLM at Queen Mary University of London, and prior to joining 
SMF worked as a lawyer and researcher for a number of charities/NGOs addressing the 
challenges of international migration into the UK. 
 

Chair biography 

James Kirkup, SMF Director 

James Kirkup was born and raised in Northumberland, where he attended a comprehensive 

school. The first member of his family to go to university, he studied politics at Edinburgh 

University and began his career in journalism at The Scotsman in 1997. He later covered 

European politics and economics for Bloomberg News, moving to Westminster in 2001. He 

returned to The Scotsman as Political Editor and columnist before joining the Telegraph in 

2007. He was Political Editor of the Telegraph and then Executive Editor – Politics, 

overseeing and writing commentary and analysis on politics, policy and economics. 

 

http://www.ethnicity.ac.uk/
http://ukandeu.ac.uk/brexitresearch/the-brexit-referendum-and-identity-politics-in-britain/
http://ukandeu.ac.uk/brexitresearch/the-brexit-referendum-and-identity-politics-in-britain/
http://www.pathways.eu/
http://parliamentarycandidates.org/project/representative-audit-of-britain/

