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Key Insights 



There is a diversity of factors that influence asylum seeker decision-making in choosing or 
ending in the UK. Those are individual, familial, political, national and international, and 
unknowable or idiosyncratic. 

8



Choices change across the migratory journey. Chance encounters and opportunities can 
often be crucial in redirecting destination preferences or reaffirming the targeted ones.

Gladkova, Natalia and Valentina Mazzucato (2015) “Theorising Chance: Capturing the Role of Ad Hoc Social Interactions in 
Migrants' Trajectories” Population, Space and Place. Vol. 23, issue 2. 
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The “imagined destination”: Asylum seeker perception bias of what awaits them in 
destination and transit countries significantly influences their decision-making and 
this is the case even if these perceptions do not correlate with reality. 

“Through cognitive migration, the act of 
pre-experiencing futures in different 
locations, Finland was seen to offer both 
subjective hope of personal growth and 
advancement and objective hope of safety 
and physical security. This hope motivated 
them to embark on a journey of 6,000 
kilometers to the European North.” 

Koikkalainen, S., D. Kyle, T. Nykänen (2019) 
”Imagination, Hope and the Migrant Journey: Iraqi 
Asylum Seekers Looking for a Future in Europe” 
International Migration, Vol.58 (4).
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Smugglers exploit the lack of legal opportunities available to asylum seekers and 
can also offer services at great cost. The profile of smugglers varies widely from 
one country to another.

The “honest” smuggler?

Source: UNODC 
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Social networks, “the power of communities” and “word-of-
mouth” influence asylum seeker decision-making. 

12



There is no evidence that restrictive asylum policies have an 
impact on the number of asylum seekers coming to the UK. 
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The availability of rights and refugee formal protection in the UK is an 
important determinant for whether asylum seekers continue their 
migration journey to UK from other European countries.
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Solutions?  
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